
The Catholic Social Teaching for Children: 
 
1. Each person is sacred. 
2. Each person is social. 
3. We care for creation. 
4. We take care of the poor and vulnerable. 
5. Workers have rights; work has dignity. 
6. All people have rights and responsibilities. 
7. Solidarity is our call; we are our brothers’ and sisters’ keepers.  

Spiritual Works of Mercy  
1. Counsel the doubtful. 
2. Instruct the ignorant. 
3. Admonish the sinner. 
4. Comfort the sorrowful. 
5. Forgive injuries. 
6. Bear wrongs patiently. 
7. Pray for the living & the dead.  

Corporal Works of Mercy  
1. Feed the hungry. 
2. Give drink to the thirsty. 
3. Clothe the naked 
4. Shelter the homeless. 
5. Visit the sick. 
6. Visit the imprisoned. 
7. Bury the dead.  

Catholic Social Teaching Principles : 
 
OPTION FOR THE POOR In every economic, political and social decision, a weighted concern must be given 
to the needs of the poorest and most vulnerable. When we do this, we strengthen the entire community, be-
cause the powerlessness of any one person wounds all of society.  
 
SACREDNESS AND DIGNITY OF THE HUMAN PERSON Created in the image of God, all human life is sa-
cred and possesses a dignity from our creation not from any action of our own.  
 
CALL TO FAMILY, COMMUNITY AND PARTICIPATION The person is not only sacred but also so-
cial. How we organize our society— in economics and politics, in law and policy—directly affects human dig-
nity and the capacity of individuals to grow in community.  
  
THE DIGNITY OF WORK AND THE RIGHTS OF WORKERS The economy must serve people, not the oth-
er way around. Work is more than a way to make a living; it is a form of continuing participation in God’s cre-
ation.  
 
SOLIDARITY We are all part of one human family—whatever our national, racial, religious, economic or ide-
ological differences. In an increasingly interconnected world, loving our neighbors has global dimensions.  
 
CARE FOR GOD’S CREATION There is inherent integrity to all of creation and it requires careful steward-
ship of all our resources, ensuring that we use and distribute them justly and equitably—as well as planning 
for future generations.  
 
Adapted from the “Seven Themes of Catholic Social Teaching” from the United States Conference of Catholic 
Bishops. CRS 


